Ubrary 

REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Comm 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Owing  to  war  conditions  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  directed  that  Annual  Health  Reports  should 

be  short. 

Up  to  date  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  health  of  the  public  has  suffered  owing  to  the  War  and 
although  a good  deal  of  the  time  of  the  medical  staff  has  had  to  be  diverted  to  the  organisation  and 
administration  of  casualty  services  the  really  essential  public  health  services,  such  as  maternity  and  infant 
welfare,  health  of  the  school  children,  prevention  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  have  all  been  maintained. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  26.3  per  1000  births  which  is  a low  record  for  the  Island  and  the 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  less  than  average. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

County  Hall,  JAMES  FAIRLEY. 

Newport,  I.W. 

November,  1940. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

These  are  all  as  set  out  in  the  report  of  the  previous  year  with  the  exception  that  the  Dental  Surgeon, 
Mr.  L.  M.  Cartwright,  L.D.S.,  was  called  up  for  military  service  on  the  6th  November,  1939,  and  in  his 
place  Mr.  D.  F.  Denniss,  L.D.S.,  was  appointed  temporarily.  Mr.  Denniss  is  on  the  permanent  staff  of 
the  Portsmouth  Education  Authority  who  have  loaned  him  for  service  here. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Special  arrangements  have  been  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  statistical  treatment  of  non- 
civilian deaths  and  of  transferable  births  and  deaths  during  the  prevailing  war  conditions. 

"(1)  Non-Civilian  deaths  will  not  be  assigned  to  local -administrative  areas  but  will  be  tabulated  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  and  included  as  a separate  class  in  the  annual  reports  issued  by 
this  office.  N.B. — Non-civilians  are  defined  as  all  males  serving  in  H.M.  Armed  Forces.  They 
do  not  include  women  serving  in  auxiliary  corps,  nor  any  members  of  A. R.P.  auxiliary  fire-brigade 
or  other  similar  auxiliary  or  civil  defence  services.” 

"(2)  Transferable  Deaths.  Up  to  the  30th  September,  1939,  the  pre-war  practice  of  transference  to 
area  of  usual  residence  has  been  maintained. 

From  and  after  the  1st  October,  in  the  case  of  a person  temporarily  residing  away  from  home 
on  account  of  the  war,  the  death  will  not  be  transferred  to  the  area  of  usual  residence  but  will 
be  assigned  to  the  area  of  temporary  residence.  Where  such  a person  dies  in  an  Institution  the 
assignment  will  likewise  be  to  the  area  of  temporary  residence.” 

‘‘(5)  Transferable  Births.  Up  to  the  30th  September,  1939,  the  pre-war  practice  of  transference  to 
areas  of  the  mother’s  usual  residence  has  been  maintained. 

From  and  after  1st  October,  the  primary  assignment  (B.R.)  for  the  purpose  of  calculating 
Birth  rates,  will  be  likewise  in  accordance  with  pre-war  practice,  but  for  the  purposes  of  calculat- 
ing Infant  and  Maternal  Mortality  a secondary  assignment  (I.M.)  will  be  made  corresponding 
to  that  adopted  for  deaths,  viz.,  to  tin  ar.a  in  which  a mother  may  be  temporarily  residing  as 
a result  of  the  war.”  Two  sets  of  birth  rates  are  therefore  shown  in  the  official  figures. 

“(6)  Population  Estimates.  Separately  computed  populations  appropriate  for  the  calculation  of  Birth 
and  Death  rates  based  on  the  numbers  of  Births  and  Deaths  resulting  from  the  above  procedure 
are  therefore  supplied.” 
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Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  all  Districts — 1939. 


Area. 

Rural 

District. 

Cowes. 

' 

' Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Vent  nor. 

Whole 

County. 

| England  & 
Wales  : Rate 
per  1,000. 

Live  Birth-rate  per  1000  population... 

1F5 

145 

147 

12'2 

1F2 

1F6 

12*8 

15*0 

*No.  of  Live  Births  (B.R.)  ... 

1 179 

226 

283 

215 

123 

69 

1095 

Males 

95 

115 

1 157 

110 

54 

36 

567 

Females 

84 

m 

126 

105 

69 

33 

528 

Legitimate  : Males 

85 

108 

. 144 

105 

51 

35 

528 

Females 

77 

104 

122 

101 

66 

29 

499 

Illegitimate  : Males 

10 

7 

13 

5 

3 

1 

39 

Females 

7 

7 

4 

4 

3 

4 

29 

No.  of  Stillbirths 

7 

5 

8 

9 

5 

1 

35 

Males 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

1 

19 

Females 

3 

1 

4 

6 

2 

— 

16 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 

still)  births  ... 

37'6 

21'6 

27'5 

40’2 

397 

14*3 

3F0 

Legitimate  : Males 

4 

3 

4 

3 

3 

1 

18 

Females 

3 

1 

4 

6 

2 

— 

16 

Illegitimate  : Males 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

fNo.  of  Live  Births  (I.M.)  ... 

179 

227 

288 

215 

125 

70 

1104 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  oi 

age  per  1000  live  births  ... 

22'3 

22‘0 

347 

18*6 

16'0 

57*1 

26'3 

50'0 

Total  Infant  Deaths 

4 

5 

10 

4 

2 

4 

29 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Legitimate  : — 

4 

4 

9 

3 

2 

+ 

26 

Males 

3 

3 

7 

2 

i 

2 

18 

Females 

1 

1 

2 

i 

i 

2 

8 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Illegitimate  : — 

— 

1 

1 

i 



3 

Males 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Females  

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

2 

Number  of  Women  dying  or  in  con- 
sequence of  child  birth — 

(a)  From  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

077 

(b)  From  other  causes 

2 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

4 

276 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0‘01 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages)  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

0'03 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years  of  age) 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4'6 

Total  No.  of  Deaths  ... 

232 

224 

229 

247 

149 

118 

1199 

Males  

119 

111 

121 

109 

80 

64 

604 

Females 

113 

113 

108 

138 

69 

54 

595 

Crude  death-rate  per  1000  ...  ... 

14'5 

147 

1F4 

1 3'8 

13*2 

19*2 

137  i 

127 

Comparative  factor 

073 

079 

0*8 1 

0'69 

073 

071 

075  ' 

Comparative  death-rate 

10'6  J 

117 

9'2 

9'5 

9‘6 

13*6 

10*3 

+ Population — Registrar-General’s  • 

15530 

15580 

20050 

17670 

11020 

5950 

85800 

§ Estimate 

15960  | 

15900 

20170 

17920 

11330 

6160 

87440 

*B.R. — for  calculation  of  Birth  Rate. 

fl.M. — for  calculation  of  Infant  and  Maternal  Mortalities. 

JFor  calculation  of  Birth  Rate. 

§For  calculation  of  Death  Rate  or  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases. 


3 


Table  II. — Causes  oe  Death  in  the  Administrative  County  During  the  Year  1939,  relating  to 

Civilians  only,  at  Different  Periods  of  Life. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

0. 

2 to  4. 

5 to  14. 

15  to  24. 

25  to  44. 

45  to  64. 

65  to  74. 

75  & over. 

All 

Causes 

1199 

29 

5 

5 

8 

20 

65 

278 

305 

484 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





2 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

— 







3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 















4 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 





5 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







6 

Influenza 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

5 

10 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 





9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

14 

13 

2 

1 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 
Tabes  Dorsalis 

13 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

181 

— 

— 

' 

— 

10 

66 

56 

49 

14 

Diabetes  

1 + 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

1 



5 

3 

4 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

72 

— 

— 

— 

— 



15 

22 

35 

16 

Heart  Disease 

405 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

79 

121 

198 

17 

Aneurysm 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 



18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

72 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15 

25 

31 

19 

Bronchitis 

29 

— 

i 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

3 

18 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

24 

? 

i 

1 

2 

— 

4 

4 

6 

4 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

9 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

1 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

5 

1 

23 

Diarrhoea,  &c. 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 









24 

Appendicitis  ... 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

1 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



4 

6 

1 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

5 

10 

28 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

8 

16 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

4 

— 

— 



— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 
tion, Premature  Birth,  etc. 

25 

12 

1 

1 

1 

32 

Senility 

73 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

71 

33 

Suicide 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

5 

1 

34 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

31 

— 

i 

— 

— 

7 

5 

7 

3 

8 

35 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

72 

i 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

23 

19 

23 

36 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ... 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  total  births  on  the  Island  numbered  1,130  (1,178),  of  which  35  (51)  were  still  births,  so  the  still 
birth-rate  was  31.0  per  1,000  total  births  compared  with  43.3  and  32.8  in  the  two  previous  years.  The  live 
birth-rate  on  the  Island,  when  calculated  per  1,000  crude  population,  was  12.8,  as  against  15.0  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  still  birth-rate  was  0.40  compared  with  0.59  for  England  and  Wales.  The  live  births 
numbered  32  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  567  boys  were  born  and  528  girls,  i.e.  an  excess  of  39  boys, 
but  9 more  infant  boys  died  than  girls.  Twenty-nine  infants  died  in  their  first  year  of  life  (38),  so  the 
infant  mortality  was  26.3  per  1,000  live  births  (32.8),  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  50.0.  Of  the 
29  deaths,  26  were  of  legitimate  infants,  i.e.  at  the  rate  of  25.1  per  1,000  legitimate  births  and  3 were  of 
illegitimate  infants,  which  among  68  illegitimate  births  gives  a death  rate  of  44.1  per  1.000  illegitimate 
births.  In  the  previous  year  57  illegitimate  infants  were  born  and  five  died).  The  proportion  of  illegi- 
timate births  to  total  births  (live  and  still)  was  6.0  per  cent.  (5.0). 

Twenty-two  of  the  29  infants’  deaths  were  ascribed  to  causes  which  were  in  operation  before  birth, 
such  as  congenital  debility,  prematurity,  etc.  ; two  each  were  due  to  whooping  cough,  pneumonia  and 
diarrhoea,  and  one  to  another  cause. 
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Table  III. — Causes  of  Death  in  the  Districts  During  the  Year  1939,  Relating  to  Civilians 

ONLY  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Isle  of 

New- 

port. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Wight 

Rural. 

Cowes. 

Ryde. 

1 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Vent- 

nor. 

TOTALS. 

All 

Causes 

232 

224 

229 

247 

149 

118 

1199 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Fevers 







2 

Measles 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Whooping  Cough  ... 



1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Diphtheria 









6 

Influenza 

2 

4 

1 

3 

4 

5 

19 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 



3 





3 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 







1 



1 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

system 

5 

8 

6 

4 

3 

7 

33 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

9 

11 

Syphilis  

— 





12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  In- 

sane,  Tabes  Dorsalis  ... 









13 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease... 

43 

33 

33 

37 

19 

16 

181 

14 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

14 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c... 

17 

16 

17 

11 

7 

4 

72 

16 

Heart  Disease 

83 

68 

72 

82 

63 

37 

405 

17 

Aneurysm 

3 

1 

1 

2 

— 



7 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Disease^ 

14 

15 

13 

11 

10 

9 

72 

19 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

13 

3 

2 

4 

29 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

2 

3 

8 

3 

3 

24 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

3 

— 

2 

2 

2 

9 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

13 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 yrs.'t 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 



2 

24 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

6 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

— 

3 

2 

1 

2 



8 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

2 

1 



2 

4 

2 

11 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

5 

5 

2 

5 

2 

3 

22 

28 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

7 

8 

4 

9 

5 

4 

37 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .. 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

31 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Premature 
Birth,  etc.  ... 

3 

7 

7 

4 

1 1 

3 

25 

32 

Senility  

6 

13 

19 

28 

3 

4 

73 

33 

Suicide  

1 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

13 

34 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

4 

8 

7 

8 

1 

3 

31 

35 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

16 

14 

11 

14 

12 

5 

72 

36 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Un- 

known 

— 

— 

1 

— 

| 

— 

1 

There  were  1,199  deaths  during  the  year  (1213;  and  these  outnumbered  the  live  births  by  104,  so  the 
natural  decrease  of  the  population  was  1.2  per  1000.  The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  12.1 
and  the  crude  death-rate  for  the  Island  was  13.7  per  1000  population,  but  when  allowance  is  made  for 
the  differences  in  the  local  population  the  comparative  figure  for  the  Island  is  10.3.  The  deaths  of 
persons  over  64  years  of  age  numbered  789  (759)  and  constituted  65.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths 
(62.6).  There  were  very  few  deaths  from  epidemic  disease  ; only  19,  e.g.  were  caused  by  influenza. 
Cancer  deaths  numbered  181  against  207,  179,  and  168  in  the  three  previous  years.  Tuberculosis  caused 
42  deaths  compared  with  50  in  the  previous  year. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


National  Health  Insurance. — The  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Insurance 
Committee’s  Register  in  1939  averaged  35,350  against  34,128  in  1938  and  32,854  in  1937. 

Hospital  Services  and  Clinics. — In  addition  to  the  clinics  shown  on  page  6 of  last  year’s  report, 
a session  of  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  at  the  County  Hall,  Newport,  on  the  first  Wednesday*  in  each 
month  ; and  in  connection  with  this  work,  the  Remedial  Exercise  clinics  were  restarted  early  in  194C. 
Six  sessions  are  held  weekly  in  different  parts  of  the  Island  ; two  at  the  County  Hall,  Newport 
(Mondays  and  Thursdays  at  10.30),  two  at  Five  Ways,  Hope  Road.  Shanklin  (Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
at  4.30)  and  two  at  Northwood  House,  Cowes  (Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at  10.45  a.m.). 
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An  emergency  Maternity  Hospital  was  opened  for  a time  as  mentioned  in  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Section  of  this  report,  and  beds  were  provided  for  possible  war  casualties  both  by  increasing 
the  numbers  in  existing  hospitals  and  by  establishing  an  additional  general  hospital  at  the  Home  of 
Rest,  Shanldin. 

There  were  8 motor  ambulances  on  the  Island  in  peace  time,  including  one  for  infectious  cases, 
and  this  number  has  been  increased  to  10  ; and  as  part  of  the  Council’s  Air  Raid  Precaution  scheme 
the  number  has  been  brought  up  to  43.  Sixteen  of  the  additional  vehicles  were  purchased  and  con- 
verted into  ambulances  and  the  remaining  17  are  vans  which  are  employed  by  their  owners  for  trade 
purposes  until  they  are  needed  when  they  report  for  ambulance  duty.  These  ambulances  are  distri- 
buted ready  for  service  in  any  part  of  the  Island. 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  31  Homes  were  registered  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration 
Act,  and  during  the  year  no  applications  for  registration  were  received.  In  two  cases  the  registration 
certificates  were  voluntarily  returned  for  cancellation,  so  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  28  Nurs- 
ing Homes  registered,  7 for  maternity  cases  only,  13  for  maternity  and  other  patients,  and  8 for  non- 
maternity cases.  These  are  visited  periodically  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

PUBLIC  EDUCATION  IN  HEALTH. 

As  in  previous  years,  Dr.  Hilda  Linford  has  continued  to  address  many  meetings  of  mothers  at 
welfare  centres,  women’s  institutes,  townswomen’s  guilds,  and  other  bodies  on  health  matters  and  these 
lectures  are  well  attended  and  have  been  much  appreciated.  Eighteen  lectures  in  all  were  given.  The 
time  of  the  other  members  of  the  public  health  staff  has  been  very  fully  occupied  in  other  directions 
so  they  have  been  unable  to  continue  their  lectures  as  heretofore. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Table  IV. — Showing  the  Number  of  Samples  from  each  Area  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  Analysis  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 


District. 

New  Milk. 

Other  Samples. 

Total. 

Remarks- 

Adgestone 

l 

l 

Ashey  ... 

l 

— 

l 

Binstead 

3 

— - 

3 

Blackwater 

1 

— 

1 

Bonchurch 

1 

— 

1 

Carisbrooke  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Cowes 

1 

2 

3 

East  Cowes  ... 

9 (3a) 

1 

10 

2 cases  dismissed.  No  proceedings  in  other  case. 

Eimfield 

1 

— 

1 

Freshwater  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Gatcombe 

1 

— 

1 

Gurnard 

1 

— 

1 

Lake 

5 (2a) 

1 

6 

Cases  dismissed. 

Newport 

12  (2a) 

6 

18 

Fined  £\  and  15/6  costs  in  each  case. 

Northwood 

3 

— 

3 

Oakfield 

1 

— 

1 

Porchfield 

4 

— 

4 

Ryde 

9 

10 

19 

Sandown 

4 

6 

10 

Shalfleet 

3 

— 

3 

Shanklin 

8 

1 

9 

Totland 

2 

— 

2 

Ventnor 

7 

3 

10 

Whippingham 

3 

— 

3 

Whitwell 

1 

— 

1 

Wootton 

5 

— 

5 

Wroxall 

3 

— 

3 

Yarmouth 

1 

— 

1 

*101  (7a) 

30 

*131 

(a)  Adulterated  or  below  the  minimum  standard  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


* Two  of  these  samples  of  milk  were  broken  in  transit. 
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The  number  of  samples  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  was  129,  of  which  99  were  milk.  Ninety- 
four  of  these  were  first  samples  and  four  of  them  were  certified  to  lie  below  the  minimum  standard  fixed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  i.e.  4.2  per  cent,  of  the  first  samples  (4.1  per  cent,  in 
1938  and  none  in  1937).  Of  five  subsequent  samples  taken  in  these  unsatisfactory  cases,  one  was 
genuine  and  four  were  not  genuine.  Of  the  eight  samples  below  standard,  proceedings  were  taken  in  six 
cases,  four  of  them  were  dismissed  and  tines  of  £1  and  15  - costs  were  imposed  in  .each  of  the  other 
two  cases. 

Seven  samples  were  sour  on  arrival  at  the  Analyst’s  laboratory  and  two  were  broken  in  transit. 
Sixteen  of  the  milk  samples  contained  dirty  debris,  seven  in  marked  amount. 

Of  the  30  non-milk  samples,  20  were  of  sausages  (10  beef  sausages  and  10  pork)  and  there  were 
six  of  lard  and  four  of  butter.  All  these  were  certified  to  be  genuine  and  none  of  them  contained  preser- 
vative in  deleterious  amount. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936  and  1938. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  12  farmers  held  licences  as  producers  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  and  six  of  them  had  distributors’  licences  also.  Five  additional  producers’ 
licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  two  of  these  being  also  distributors.  Six  licences  were  surrend- 
ered during  the  year,  in  one  case  owing  to  the  producer’s  selling  his  herd  and  in  the  other  five  cases 
because  of  the  large  number  of  reactors  to  the  tuberculin  test.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  there- 
fore 11  licences  held  by  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  seven  of  these  held  distributors' 
licences  also.  These  milks  are  examined  bacteriologically  to  ensure  that  they  reach  the  required  standard 
of  cleanliness  and  of  80  first  samples,  61  complied  with  the  requirements  and  19  did  not.  Second  samples 
were  taken  in  16  of  these  19  cases  ; seven  of  them  reached  the  required  standard  but  -nine  still  did  not. 
In  three  of  these  nine  cases  third  samples  were  taken,  two  of  them  complying,  but  one  still  unsatisfactory. 
A fourth  sample  was  taken  in  this  case’ and  proved  satisfactory. 

Accredited  Milk.  -At  the  beginning  of  the  year  62  producers  held  Accredited  licences  ; seven  of  them 
were  also  distributors.  Five  of  the  62  licences  held  (including  2 distributors)  were  given  up  during  the  year  ; 
because  the  holders  took  out  licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  In  addition,  one  producer’s  licence 
was  suspended  on  June  21st  owing  to  repeated  samples  of  milk  failing  to  reach  the  required  standard. 
Twelve  fresh  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  (11  producers  and  1 distributor)  so  at  the  end  of  the 
year  68  producers’  licences  were  in  force,  five  of  them  being  distributors  also.  The  number  of  first  sam- 
ples of  Accredited  milk  examined  was  239  of  which  171  reached  the  required  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
68  failed.  Second  samples  were  taken  in  45  of  these  68  cases,  24  of  them  reaching  the  required  standard 
but  21  still  did  not.  In  six  of  these  21  cases,  third  samples  were  taken,  three  of  them  complying  and 
three  still  unsatisfactory.  Fourth  samples  were  taken  in  two  of  these  three  cases,  one  proving  satisfactory 
and  the  other  still  failing  to  comply.  The  licence  of  this  producer  was  therefore  suspended.  It  was  on 
account  of  war  conditions  that  follow  up  samples  were  not  taken  before  the  end  of  the  year  in  some  cases 
where  the  primary  examination  was  not  satisfactory. 

During  1939  there  were  26  inspections  of  Tuberculin  tested  herds  and  the  total  number  of  reactors 
was  176.  There  were  257  veterinary  inspections  of  Accredited  herds  and  39  animals  were  certified  to  be 
suffering  from  some  disease  which  required  their  temporary  isolation  or  permanent  removal  from  the  herd. 

During  1939  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  Inspector  examined  67  animals  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1925,  and  45  of  these  were  found  to  be  affected  within  the  meaning  of  the  Order,  four  of  them  with  tuber- 
culosis of  the  udder,  two  with  tuberculous  emaciation  and  39  with  chronic  cough  and  other  definite  symp- 
toms of  tuberculosis.  This  compares  with  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  42  animals  found  to  be  affected. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Table  V. — Notifications  made  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  during  the  52  weeks 

ended  30th  December,  1939. 


Isle  of 
WiKht 
Rural 
District. 

Covres. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox 

- (-) 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

6 

28 

20 

5 

li 

93  (62) 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

2 

1 

9 

2 

14  (39) 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

* 3 (— ) 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

9 

1 

— 

1 

21  (31) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

3 

6 

6 

4 

1 

22  (15) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 (1) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 (14) 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

12 

3 

1 



20  (17) 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 (1) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 (8) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

10 

7 

27 

14 

8 

17 

83  (74) 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

6 

5 

5 

1 

2 

23  (24) 

jMeasles 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

5 (— ) 

t Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 (— ) 

Totals 

47 

35 

94 

58 

29 

36 

299— (286) 

t Notifiable  as  from  23rd  October,  1939.*  i.e.  2 Typhoid,  1 Paratyphoid. 
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The  notifications  of  infectious  disease  to  the  various  medical  officers  of  health  numbered  299  as 
against  287,  320,  214,  371  and  409  in  the  five  previous  years.  There  was  no  case  of  small  pox  for  the 
ninth  successive  year. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was  a slight  increase  in  Scarlet  Fever  but  fewer  notifications 
of  most  of  the  other  infectious  diseases.  Three  deaths  were  caused  by  whooping  cough  but  none  from 
enteric,  measles,  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria. 

The  last  quarter  of  the  year,  when  school  children  and  other  evacuees  were  received  here,  was 
exceptionally  free  from  infectious  disease. 

Cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  (including  two  Portsmouth  evacuees). 


Cases 

Year 

Notified. 

Treated 

Vision 

Un-impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

1939 

3 

l 

2 

3 

— 

— 

VACCINATION  TABLE. 


Year 

l 

Births 

Registered 

2 

Vaccinated 

3 

Insusceptible 

4 

Dead- 

Unvaccinated 

5 

Conscientious 

Objection 

6 

Postponed 

7 

Removed 

8 

Unaccounted 

Percentage 

not 

Vaccinated, 
i.e. , Colums 
5,  6,  7 and  8 

1935 

980 

256 

37 

612 

14 

41 

20 

70'0 

1936 

988 

313 

- — 

32 

602 

9 

29 

3 

65 '1 

1937 

1066 

312 

5 

28 

652 

8 

54 

7 

67‘6 

1938 

1061 

262 

2 

31 

676 

11 

56 

23 

72'2 

1939 

1122 

258 

6 

23 

711 

15 

59 

30 

72'6 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  VI. — Showing  the  Number  of  New  Cases  and  the  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  System. 

Other 

7orms. 

Respiratory  System. 

Other 

Forms 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0- 

1- 

— 

— 

l 

l 

— 

— 

— 

l 

— 

5- 

l 

- — 

7 

2 

! 

i 

10- 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

15- 

20- 

l 

n 

l 

ll 

1 

1 

2 

f 2 

1 

l 

2 

25- 

14 

12 

1 

2 

4 

5 

— 

1 

35- 

10 

6 

1 

1 

4 

1 

l 

1 

45- 

4 

' 2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55- 

4 

4 

— 

2 

7 

4 

— 

1 

65  and  upwards 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

49 

39 

16 

10 

21 

12 

3 

6 

The  new  cases  shown  in  Table  VIII  include  all  the  primary  notifications  and  also  any  new  cases  coming 
otherwise  to  the  notice  of  the  medical  officer  during  the  year.  These  last  numbered  41,  33  being  transfers 
from  other  areas  (16)  and  the  death  returns  giving  fhe  first  information  in  8.  The  primary  notifications 
numbered  73,  making  up  the  total  of  114  “ new  ” cases,  as  against  106  and  128  in  the  two  preceding  years. 
Eighty-eight  of  them  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (80)  and  26  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (26). 

The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  numbered  42  (50),  the  same  as  the  low  record  of  1937.  Thirty-three  of 
these  deaths  wrere  caused  by  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  21  males  and  12  females,  and  9 by  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 
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Table  VII  summarises  the  changes  in  the  tuberculosis  register  during  the  calendar  year. 


Number  of  Patients 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

On  Register  at  end  of  1938 

172 

149 

58 

65 

230 

214 

Added  during  1939  (new  cases)  ... 

33 

23 

10 

7 

43 

30 

Cases  removed  from  other  areas 

13 

14 

4 

2 

17 

16 

Old  cases  re-admitted 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Case  transferred  to  pulmonary  during  1939 

+ 1 

— 

- 1 

— 

1 

- 1 

Gross  Total 

219 

188 

71 

74 

290 

262 

Removed  to  other  areas  during  1939 

15 

17 

2 

l 

,7 

18 

Removed — Diagnosis  unconfirmed 

3 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

Removed  from  the  Register  as  being  ‘Cured’ 

3 

7 

7 

3 

10 

10 

Died  during  1939 

1 19 

1 1 2 

— 

3 

19 

15 

Died  from  other  diseases... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  to  be  removed  from  Register 

41 

38 

10 

7 

51 

45 

Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1939 

178 

150 

61 

67 

239 

217 

y Three  notified  pulmonary  cases  died  from  non -pulmonary  tuberculosis  (1  male,  2 females). 


The  number  of  observation  and  nursing  visits  paid  to  tuberculous  patients  by  the  district  nurses  was 
1349  against  1723  and  1336  in  the  two  previous  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  341  patients  on  the  dispensary  books,  230  of  whom  were  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  111  from  other  forms  of  the  disease  ; 63  were  children  under  15  years  of 
age  and  278  were  adults.  In  addition  20  persons  were  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the 
purpose  of  diagnosis,  making1  a total  of  361  on  the  dispensary  books. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  or  in  connection  with  the  dispensaries  was  437,  and  the  number  of  new 
persons  examined,  228.  Ten  of  these  last  were  contacts  as  against  28  in  the  previous  year.  Eight  of 
the  contacts  were  children  and  2 were  adults  ; one  adult  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
Twenty-three  were  patients  transferred  from  other  areas,  including  one  who  had  been  seen  previously  and 
who  had  left  the  Island  and  205  were  referred  by  their  private  doctors  for  diagnosis  or  treatment,  of  whom 
118  were  adults  and  87  were  children.  Fifty-seven  of  the  adults  were  tuberculous  (30  men  and  27  women) 
and  12  of  the  children  (nine  boys  and  three  girls)  : 54  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  15  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  of  whom  five  were  adults  (two  men  and  three  women)  and  10  were  children 
(eight  boys  and  two  girls). 

During  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1940,  a daily  ration  of  milk  was  given  to  21  patients,  for 
periods  varying  from  five  to  52  weeks.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  14  patients  were  receiving  grants,  7 
were  added  during  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  nine  were  in  receipt  of  milk. 

Table  VIII. — Showing  the  Total  Number  of  Patients  treated  at  various  Sanatoria  and 

Hospitals  during  1939. 


# 


Sanatorium  or  Hospital 

Resident  at 
beginning  of 
year 

Admissions 
during  year 

Discharges 
during  year 
(inc.  Deaths) 

Remaining 
end  of  year 

Longford  Sanatorium 

37 

131 

131 

37 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton 

5 

. 3 

6 

2 

Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor 

— 

*16 

15 

1 

Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oxford 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Preston  Flail,  Maidstone  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Brompton  Hospital,  London 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Totals 

44 

154 

157 

41 

* Eleven  of  these  were  admitted  for  a few  days  only. 


Details  of  the  patients  treated  at  Longford  Sanatorium  are  as  follows  : — 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

In  residence  on  31st  December,  1938 

11 

11 

15 

37 

Admitted  during  the  year  

35 

35 

61 

131 

Discharged  during  the  year  ... 

29 

31 

61 

121 

Died  during  the  year 

4 

5 

1 

10 

In  residence  on  31st  December,  1939 

13 

10 

14 

37 

9 


Of  the  121  patients  discharged  during  the  year,  56  had  been  admitted  for  diagnosis  (5  adults  and  51 
children).  Fifty-three  of  these  were  discharged  as  non-tuberculous,  two  (children)  were  found  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  tuberculosis,  one  abdominal  and  the  other,  glands,  and  in  the  other  case  the  diagnosis  was  still 
doubtful  on  discharge  one  man).  The  average  duration  of  stay  of  the  121  patients  discharged  was  106.9 
days  106.9  in  1938,  116.2  in  1937,  175.3  in  1936,  148.2  in  1935,  81.0  in  1934,  104.4  in  1933  and  94.6 
in  1932),  but  this  includes  those  already  mentioned  as  not  tuberculous. 

The  other  65  patients  who  Were  discharged  were  definitely  suffering  from  tuberculosis  on  admission 
and  remained  in  the  Institution  for  135.9  days  on  the  average  (137.6  days).  Twenty-eight  of  them  were  men, 
27  women,  and  ten  were  children.  In  11  cases  the  disease  was  classified  as  quiescent  on  discharge  ; the 
other  54  patients  still  had  active  disease  although  many  of  them  had  improved. 

London  County  Council  patients  are  sent  to  the  Sanatorium  as  and  when  beds  are  available.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  there  were  six  London  County  Council  patients  in  the  Sanatorium,  16  were  admitted 
during  the  year  (12  males  and  4 females)  and  15  were  discharged  leaving  7 in  the  Sanatorium  on  the  31st 
of  December.  Three  of  these  patients  were  transferred  to  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  special  treat- 
ment (one  of  them  twice)  and  re-admitted  later  to  Longford  Sanatorium  ; and  a fourth  patient  who  was 
transferred  to  that  hospital  died  there  the  day  after  admission.  These  patients  are  included  in  the  figures 
given  above. 

Three  evacuee  children  from  Portsmouth  (two  observation  cases  and  one  tuberculous  glands  in  the 
neck)  were  admitted  to  Longford  Sanatorium  during  the  year.  The  latter  was  still  in  the  Sanatorium  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  new  applicants  attending  the  centre  last  year  was  65,  of  whom  16  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  venereal  disease,  eight  from  syphilis  (six  males  and  two  females)  and  eight  from  gonorrhoea 
(seven  males  and  one  female). 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  18  patients  were  under  treatment,  15  for  syphilis  and  three  for  gonorrhoea. 
Seventy-four  persons  attended  during  the  year  for  diagnosis  or  treatment,  of  whom  nine  were  transferred 
from  other  centres  and  65  were,  new  attendances.  At  the  end  of  the  year  15  patients  were  under  treatment, 
of  whom  14  had  syphilis  and  one  gonorrhoea.  The  number  of  out-patient  attendances  to  see  the  medical 
officer  was  372,  as  against  514  in  1938,  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  was  380.  Only  one  patient 
suffering  from  venereal  disease  was  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment,  a female  who  was  in  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  for  a period  of  21  days. 


CANCER. 

Extent  of  Radium  Treatment  at  the  Royal  South  Hants  and  Southampton  Hospital. 

Radium  treatment  was  provided  by  the  Royal  South  Hants  and  Southampton  Hospital  to  12  in-patients 
representing  14  admissions  or  re-admissions  to  the  wards  and  two  who  were  dealt  with  under  the  Hos- 
pital's boarding  out  arrangements.  The  number  of  patient  days  was  250  and  the  gross  cost  to  the  Council 
was  £139  10s.  Od.  and  the  nett  cost  £115  9s.  Od.  because  contributions  amounting  to  £24  Is.  Od.  were 
required  from  six  of  the  patients.  The  remaining  six  patients  were  not  in  a position  to  make  any 
contribution. 

One  patient  was  admitted  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital  and  towards  the  cost  of  his  treatment  the  Council 
made  a contribution  of  £12  12s. 

Six  patients  received  out-patient  treatment,  the  attendances  numbering  98.  The  cost  in  respect  of  this 
out-patient  treatment  amounted  to  £25  10s.  Contributions  amounting  to  £4  2s.  6d.  were  required  from 
three  of  the  patients  so  the  nett  cost  was  £21  7s.  6d. 

The  nett  cost  to  the  rates  of  this  service  has  therefore  been  £149  8s.  6d.  (£98  4s.  9d.  in  the  previous 
year). 

The  Radium  Officer  from  the  Southampton  centre  holds  a clinic  at  Ryde  each  month  at  the  Royal 
Isle  of  Wight  County  Hospital  at  which  60  new  patients  attended  during  the  year.  In  addition,  there  were 
251  attendances  by  old  patients,  so  the  average  attendance  at  each  session  was  21  old  patients  and  five  new 

patients. 

The  number  of  patients  suffering  from  cancer  who  were  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  during  the 
year  was  10  17),  of  whom  seven  had  already  received  treatment  in  other  hospitals  and  three  had  not  been 
to  any  other  hospital.  In  all  these  cases  the  disease  was  advanced,  and  palliative  treatment  only  was 
indicated.  The  total  number  of  cancer  deaths  on  the  Island  was  181  (87  males  and  94  females). 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY. 

There  were  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  specimens  examined  during  the  year  as  follows  : — Sputum 
for  tubercle  bacilli,  316  (73  positive,  243  negative)  other  specimens  for  tubercle  bacilli  16  (2  positive,  14 
negative),  swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli  276  (30  positive,  246  negative),  bloods  for  widal  reaction,  10  (6  posi- 
tive, 4 negative),  smears  for  Gonococci  107  (12  positive,  95  negative),  and  other  examinations,  270. 


10 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services.  No  changes  have  been  made  in  these  services  as  described  in  last 
year’s  report. 

Forty-four  midwives  were  in  regular  practice  on  the  Island  throughout  the  year,  of  whom  two  were 
employed  at  Parkhurst  Institution,  30  were  employed  by  district  nursing  associations  and  14  were  in 
independent  practice  : nine  of  these  last  were  engaged  entirely  in  nursing  homes  and  not  in  domiciliary 
midwifery.  In  addition,  24  other  midwives  practised  here  for  part  of  the  year  only.  The  total  number 
notifying  their  intention  to  practise  was  70.  In  supervising  the  work  of  these  midwives,  Dr.  Linford 
made  138  routine  and  3 special  visits  of  enquiry.  One  midwife  surrendered  her  certificate  during  the 
year  and  received  in  compensation  the  sum  of  £262  in  accordance  with  the  Midwives  Act,  1936. 

The  arrangements  for  post  certificate  training  of  midwives  were  suspended  as  from  the  outbreak  of 
War  : previous  to  this,  two  midwives  received  such  training  during  the  year. 

The  midwives  notified  nine  still-births,  tu'O  deaths  of  child,  14  artificial  feeding,  nine  performing  last 
offices,  and  20  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection,  and  they  also  sent  notices  of  having  summoned  medical 
help  in  297  instances.  An  analysis  of  the  297  cases  shows  that  27  were  for  the  child,  and  270  were  for 
the  mother.  Of  these  last,  92  were  for  complications  arising  during  pregnancy  (20  for  miscarriage  or 
threatened  miscarriage,  and  72  for  other  causes  during  pregnancy)  ; 151  were  for  causes  arising  during 
labour  (50  of  these  being  for  obstructed  or  delayed  labour,  nine  for  abnormal  presentations,  six  for 
haemorrhage,  77  for  ruptured  perineum  and  nine  for  other  causes  during  labour)  ; and  27  were  for  causes 
arising  after  labour.  Of  the  297  summonses,  19  were  for  Portsmouth  Evacuees. 

Financial  assistance  to  a total  of  £58  18s.  6d.  was  granted  towards  the  payment  of  home  helps  in  25 
cases  (£23  in  twelve  cases  in  1938). 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Care.  —It  was  possible  during  the  year  not  only  to  continue  but  to  expand 
these  services.  Six  hundred  and  forty-three  expectant  mothers  were  seen  on  the  average  9.3  times  each 
by  the  district  nurse  midwives  and  the  independent  midwives  paid  1317  visits  to  337  expectant  mothers 
which  was  an  average  of  3.9  visits  per  case.  , 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  expectant  mothers  attended  Dr.  Linford's  ante-natal  clinics  and  a 
further  128  mothers  were  seen  by  her  apart  from  the  clinics. 

Maternity  Cases  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Parkhurst. — During  the  year  82  patients  were  admitted  under 
your  Committee’s  scheme,  25  of  them  on  account  of  complications  during  pregnancy  or  labour  and  the 
remaining  57  being  normal  cases.  A further  24  confinement  cases  were  admitted  through  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  making  a total  of  106  admissions  of  whom  13  were  evacuees  from  other  areas. 
There  were  108  births  in  the  hospital,  of  which  5 were  still-births  and  103  live  births.  Four  infants 
died  within  ten  days  of  birth,  one  of  these  being  premature  and  in  the  other  three  the  cause  of  death  was 
atelectasis  neonatorium.  One  mother  died  in  hospital,  the  cause  of  death  being  certified  as  uraemia  and 
nephritis.  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  hospital  of  the  confinement  cases  was  18.4  days. 

Five  mothers  were  sent  by  your  Committee  to  the  Harriet  Guy  and  Cowes  War  Memorial  Conval- 
escent Home  at  Gurnard,  their  treatment  aggregating  14  weeks. 

Under  the  Government’s  evacuation  scheme,  expectant  mothers  were  received  in  this  area  from  Ports- 
mouth and  a few  from  other  areas  and  as  no  very  reliable  estimate  could  be  made  of  the  numbers  who 
would  arrive,  the  Ministry  of  Health  considered  it  necessary  to  provide  additional  maternity  hospital 
accommodation.  This  was  found  at  the  Homedale  Institute,  Havenstreet,  which  was  equipped  for  30 
patients  and  was  opened  on  the  6th  September,  1939.  Until  it  was  ready  a few  patients  were  admitted 
for  their  confinements  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital.  The  arrangements  under  which  these  patients  were 
transferred  here  from  the  Portsmouth  maternity  department  worked  smoothly  and  seemed  to  be  adequate 
in  all  respects.  After  their  confinements  were  over  the  great  majority  of  the  mothers  returned  to  their 
Portsmouth  homes  and  as  the  conditions  at  Portsmouth  remained  peaceful,  few  mothers  came  over  apart 
from  the  first  arrivals  and  the  work  at  the  emergency  hospital  diminished  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was 
closed  on  November  21st,  1939.  The  number  of  evacuee  mothers  admitted  to  hospital  was  39  and, 
including  re-admissions,  there  were  28  admissions  to  Homedale  and  13  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital.  Some  of 
the  evacuee  mothers  had  their  confinements  in  their  billets  where  the  conditions  were  suitable. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Twenty-two  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  received  during  the  year  com- 
pared with  15  and  10  respectively  in  the  two  previous  years.  There  were  six  cases  each  in  the  Newport 
and  Ryde  districts,  four  in  Sandown-Shanklin,  three  in  Cowes,  two  in  the  Rural  District  and  one  in 
Ventnor.  Four  cases  occurred  in  nursing  homes,  one  in  the  County  Hospital,  Ryde,  and  two  in  the 
Homedale  emergency  maternity  hospital.  The  last  two  mentioned  cases  were  transferred  to  the  Fairlee 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  as  were  also  six  of  the  fifteen  cases  occurring  in  their  own  homes.  One 
of  these  was  transferred  to  the  County  Hospital  for  operation  but  later  readmitted  to  the  Fairlee  Hospital. 
All  the  cases  recovered  with  the  exception  of  one  woman  who  had  her  confinement  in  a Nursing  Home 
and  died  there.  The  eight  patients  admitted  to  the  Fairlee  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  remained  there 
for  periods  varying  between  7 and  96  days,  and  averaging  29  days  (five  patients  averaging  21.4  days  each 
in  the  previous  year). 
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Maternal  Deaths. — Of  the  seven  maternal  deaths  on  the  Island,  one  was  transferred  elsewhere  to  the 
patient’s  home  area  and  two  were  not  classified  as  maternal  deaths  by  the  Registrar  General,  one  because 
childbirth  was  not  mentioned  in  the  certification  of  death  and  the  other  was  ascribed  to  lobar  pneumonia 
associated  with  childbirth  but  not  due  to  it.  The  official  figures  therefore  show  four  deaths  due  to 
pregnancy  and  childbirth  in  a total  of  1139  births  giving  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  3.5  per  1000  births 
(1.7). 


Dental  Treatment. — During  the  year  71  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  received  dental  treatment. 
Some  of  these  required  extractions  only,  the  number  of  fresh  applications  for  dentures  during  the  year 
being  26.  In  addition  three  mothers  had  dentures  repaired,  and  one  had  a denture  remade.  Of  these  30, 
your  Committee  required  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  the  dentures  in  20  and  in  the  remaining  10 
the  financial  circumstances  were  such  that  no  contribution  was  required.  Sixty-five  individual  dentures 
were  supplied  and  367  attendances  were  made  by  the  mothers. 


Health  Visiting. — The  number  of  visits  made  in  each  district  is  shown  in  Table  IX. 


To  Expectant  Mothers. 

To  Infants  under  1- 

Visits  to 
Children  aged 

1-5. 

First  Visits 

Total  Visits- 

First  Visits. 

Total  Visits. 

Beinbridge 

5 

131 

15 

129 

157 

Brading 

7 

146 

10 

71 

117 

Brighstone  ... 

18 

182 

22 

145 

137 

Carisbrooke  ... 

50 

548 

77 

477 

284 

Chale 

7 

128 

5 

98 

98 

Cowes 

89 

413 

92 

277 

485 

East  Cowes  ... 

24 

394 

71 

269 

279 

Freshwater  ... 

19 

269 

42 

588 

531 

Godshill 

2+ 

188 

13 

100 

84 

Newport  and  Arreton 

146 

1024 

178 

820 

796 

Niton 

10 

107 

8 

120 

133 

North  wood  ... 

22 

213 

36 

270 

272 

Rvde  District 

70 

635 

174 

1084 

1713 

St.  Helens 

20 

217 

19 

196 

232 

Sandown 

58 

418 

94 

481 

407 

Sea  view 

5 

61 

11 

129 

95 

Shanklin 

28 

261 

34 

230 

363 

Yentnor 

24 

390 

31 

198 

613 

Wootton 

10 

205 

44 

304 

225 

Yarmouth 

7 

97 

16 

164 

155 

Total  ... 

643 

6027 

992 

6150 

7176 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — This  work  was  continued  except  for  a short  interval  on  the  outbreak  of  war. 
The  usual  table  showing  the  number  of  attendances  etc.,  is  omitted  this  year. 


Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedics.  Sessions  were  held  of  the  orthopaedic  clinic  at  the  County  Hos- 
pital and  at  the  County  Hall,  Newport.  Forty-six  children  under  school  age  were  seen  at  these  clinics 
and  their  attendances  numbered  88. 


There  were  four  children  under  school  age  in  Alton  Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  (Two  of 
these  were  from  the  Borough  of  Ryde).  These  children  were  all  discharged  during  the  year.  Three  of 
them  (two  boys  and  one  girl)  suffered  from  infantile  paralysis  and  were  discharged  after  20  weeks’,  35^ 
weeks’  and  41  weeks’  treatment  respectively.  The  other  boy  suffered  from  cleft  palate  and  was  discharged 
after  nearly  43  weeks’  treatment.  Four  children  were  admitted  during  the  year  (3  boys  and  1 girl),  two 
of  these  from  the  Borough  of  Ryde.  Three  of  these  children  were  discharged  during  the  year.  One  of 
the  boys  who  was  suffering  from  malformation  of  the  spine  and  club  foot  was  discharged  after  nearly 
25  weeks’  treatment,  another  suffering  from  infantile  paralysis  after  10|  weeks  and  another  suffering  from 
soft  cleft  palate  after  three  weeks’.  There  was  only  one  child  (a  girl)  left  in  the  hospital  at  the  end  of 
the  year  suffering  from  infantile  paralysis.  : J , . j • . j j : 

Visual  Defects. — Five  children  under  school  age  attended  the  eye  clinics  of  whom  three  were  fresh 
patients  and  two  attended  for  re-examination. 


Infant  Life  Protection. — The  changes  in  the  Children  Act  Register  during  the  12  months  ended  31st 
December,  1939,  arc  as  follows 

On  Register  1st  January,  1939 
% Added  during  the  year  1939 


Removed  during  1939 
To  care  of  relations 
Legally  adopted  ... 

To  an  Institution  ... 

To  Ryde  Borough 

On  Register  31st  December,  1940  ...  ...  22 


These  numbers  are  for  the  whole  Island  except  the  Borough  of  Ryde.  During  the  year  110 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  these  children,  29  by  the  medical  officers,  81  by  the  health  visitors. 

Payments  to  Nursing  Associations  for  public  work.  The  Council  does  not  directly  employ  midwives 
or  health  visitors  but  has  made  arrangements  to  have  this  work  carried  out  by  the  district  nurses  who 
are  appointed  by  the  various  district  nursing  associations.  The  whole  Island  is  covered  in  this  way  and 
in  addition  to  the  sendees  above  mentioned,  these  nurses  act  also  as  school  nurses,  tuberculosis  health 
visitors,  visitors  to  mental  defectives  and  children  under  the  Children  Acts.  Separate  payments  have  been 
made  in  the  past  for  these  various  services  and  for  the  sick  nursing  of  necessitous  persons,  but  an  agree- 
ment was  arrived  at  during  the  year  by  which  these  payments  are  consolidated,  the  main  advantage  being 
that  the  district  associations  know  beforehand  the  amounts  they  will  receive  and  a good  deal  of  detailed 
book-keeping  is  dispensed  with.  These  payments  to  the  district  and  county  associations  were  fixed  for  a 
period  of  three  years  from  the  1st  October,  1939.  They  amount  to  £3865  per  annum. 


